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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3867 

STADIS ////////////////////////// 

FOR NEA/ARN - DRAPER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SY, US 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN JEWRY: JOSEPH ACKMAN 

1 . AMCIT JOSEPH ACKMAN OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND VISITED MY 
OFFICE JUNE 21 AND INFORMED ME OF HIS INTENTION TO MARRY 
SYRIAN MAIDEN SHEILA KABARITI (PHON.). SAID HE HAD VISITED 
LT. COL. ABD AL-SAMAD OF SYRIAN SECURITY PREVIOUS DAY 
ACCOMPANIED BY TOUT AH TO DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS. ABD AL-SAMAD 
SAID HE THOUGHT ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE COMPLETED WITHOUT GREAT 
DIFFICULTY, BUT CAUTIONED THAT HE DID NOT HAVE FINAL SAYD 
REGARDING PASSPORT APPROVAL. GIRL, AGE 30. IS 

SEAMSTRESS OR HAIRDRESSER AND IS APPLYING TO MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR TO DAY FOR PERMISSION TO MARRY NON-SYRIA. MARRIAGE 
CEREMONY WILL BE PERFORMED IN DAMASCUS. ACKMAN IS JEWISH, OF 
RUSSIANNOT SYRIAN ORIGIN. 

2. BY WAY OF BACKGROUND. ACKMAN IS SHY, SOMEWHAT VAGUE 
AND ELUSIVE MAN IN MID-TO-LATE 30'S. THIS IS HIS SECOND 
VISIT TO SYRIA WHERE HE HAS MET A NUMBER OF YOUNG WOMEN. 

IN HIS WORDS THE CHOICE HAS BEEN FANTASTIC AND HIS PROBLEM 
$20,000 IN THE BANK AND PLANS TO GO TO MEDICAL SCHOOL NEXT 
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YEAR IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. WE WANTS TO CONCLUDE 
MARRIAGE AND DEPARTURE FORMALITIES IN TIME TO BE IN 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC ON JULY 7 TO BEGIN LANGUAGE 
CLASSES. HE IS LEAVING THIS AFTERNOON FOR ANKARA FOR TOURISM 
AND IN ORDER TO REPLACE LOST TRAVELERS CHECKS, WHICH CANNOT 
BE DONE HERE, AND PLANS TO RETURN TO DAMASCUS IN ABOUT FOUR 
DAYS. I URGED HIM TO STAY IN TOUCH AND SAID WE WOULD DO ALL 
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WE COULD TO HELP HIM. 

3. COMMENT: UNLESS SOMETHING GOES WRONG, THIS WILL BE THE 
FIRST TEST OF SYRIAN ATTITUDE TOWARD LETTING SYRIAN JEWISH 
MAIDENS DEPART BECAUSE OF MARRIAGE TO AN AMCIT. IF SUCCESSFUL, 
IT SHOULD HELP LAY FOUNDATION FOR NEXT STEP OF LETTING 
MAIDENS DEPART TO MARRY SPECIFIED AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE 
US. 

PELLETREAU 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 DAMASC 03867 211244Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: JEWS, MARRIAGES, IMMIGRANTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 21-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DAMASC03867 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770221-0173 
Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770637/aaaabftg.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 19586479-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: STADIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2086436 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYRIAN JEWRY: JOSEPH ACKMAN 
TAGS: PINT, SY, US, (ACKMAN, JOSEPH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/19586479-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



